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DECISION RECORD AND FINDING OF NO SIGNINYANT IMPACT
ZIEGLER CHEMICAL & MINERAL CORPORATIONS

TOM TAYLOR GILSONITE MINE SHAFT NO.3
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

EA NO. 1997-21

Ziegler Chemical & Mineral Corporation (Ziegler) proposes to re-enter Shaft No. 3 of the Tom
Taylor Mine south of Bonanza, Utah, Uintah County. The purpose is to mine the remaining block
of ore located in the Linle Emma Gilsonite Vein. Previous mining in Shaft No. 3 was completed
in 1968. The mine is located on Lease U-O122694. No new surface disturbance is anticipated.

Decision

It is my decision to approve the Proposed Action Alternative. Mitigatio'n measures identified for the

selected Pro'posed Action have been formulated into the Conditiqrs of Approval (COAS). Applicant-
committed environmental protection measures, as contained in the Proposed Action and reiterated
in the COAs arc additional proponent obligations.

The action and conditi# analyzed and formulated are in conformance with the Book Cliffs
Resource Area Resource Management Plan @CRMP) (BLM, 1985).

Findine of No Sisnificant Imoact

Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts contained in EA No. 1997-21, I have

determined that impacts are not expected to be significant and an Environmental Impact Statement

is not requircd

Rationale for Decision

The decision to allow ttre Propced Action will nc result in any rmdue o( ruurecessrry envirurmental
degradaticr. Impacs to goldeir eagle nesF sites will be mitigated ttrrurgh using an altemative ac@ss

rod fronr February I througb July 15, if eagles are nesting.

Affected Party

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of I-and Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in
accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR $3598.5 and Form L84;}-L, lnformation on

Taking Appeals to the Board of knd Appeals. If an appeal is taken, your notice of appeal must be

filed in the Vemal District Office wiftin 30 days from rcceipt of this decision. The appellant has

the burden of showing the decision appealed from is in error.
'...''

If you wish to file a request fo'r a say or suspension of the effectiveness of this decision pursuant
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David E. Howell
Vernal District Manager

Attachments:
1. EA No. Iryl-zl,Zegler chemical & Mineral corporation's

To'm Taylor Gilsoite Mine Sbaft No' 3

2. Conditions of APProval
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to the regulations of 43 cFR g35%.5 and 43 cFR $4.21(a) dt'ing the time tlat your appeal is being t
reviewed by the Boar4 the petfion for stay strould accornPany your notice of-appeal' A petition for t
a sray shali inctuded sufficient justification based on the standards outlined in 43 CFR S4'21O-)j t

;Ttr jjffi :n:n:m frxrl;'ffi',;H-:*1 iff 3"":""':1fi: lHfi:,TliJffi: \
,i-" m" original documents are filed with this offic". If you request a sta], you have the burden of

proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted'

Standards for Obtainine a Stav

Excep as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulation, a petition for a stay of a decision

p"oai"g appeal shalishow sufficient justification based on the following standards:

(l) The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied,

Q) The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits,

(3) The likelihood of imnediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted" and

(4) Whetheithe public interest favors granting the stay'
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1.0 INTRODUCIION

ZiegterChemical & Mineral Corporatio t (Zie$et) proposes to re-enter Shaft No' 3 of the

Tom Taylor Mine in the Bonanza.locality of southeast uintah county, utah' to mine out

a remaining brock of ore in the uttre Emma gilsonite vein-' previous mining in shaft No' 3

was completed in 196g. Mining would occur on u.s. Gilsonite Irase rJ-0r22694, and no

new surface disnrrbance is anticipated'

The mine is located in the Book cufh Resource Area of the Vernar District of the Bureau

of I,nd Management (BLM) (Figue 1.1). This environmental assessment (EA) assesses

the inpacts ef mining proposed on the existing site in the NE%NE% of Section 3' T10S'

FI}AE. 'Tfis mining would begn in early t997 arld continue fot 5'7 years or until the

gilsonite deposit is exhausted or there is no further demand for the gilsonite'
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Figure 1.1 General l-ocation MaP'
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Tom Taylor Gilsonite Mine shaft No. 3 Envirownental Assessment

The Uttle Emma vein is one of the many veins that occru in the northeastern portion of the

uinta Basin (Figue 12). Gilsonite-a soli{ brittle hydrocarbon-was formed when liquid

hydrocarbons from the kerogen-rich beds of the upper part of the Green River Formation

flowed into near verticar fractures in the uinta Formation and subsequently solidified to

formveins (verbeek and Grout t99z;Monson and pameu Lggz). Gilsonite has beenmined

extensively in the Bonanza area since the latter part of the nineteentb century- It is shipped

worldwide and is used in, :rmong other things, the production of inks, sealing mastics'

explosives, paints and varnishes, and control rods in some g/pes of nuclear reactors'

The development of federal gilsonite leases and associated facilities is an integral part of

the BLM's leasing program under authority of the Minenl l*asing Aa of 1920 as armende4

tbe Mircral Leasw Aa for Acryird. Lotds, and the Federal l-ad Poliq and Managemant

Act of 1976. The EA area is within the Book cliffs Resource Area' and policies for

development and land use decisions within this arc.a aIe contained in the Final

Ewirownqtal Impe Statement on the Book CEIfs Resotuce Mouganant Ptan (BCRMP)

(BLM 1984). The Proposed Adtion would conform with the BCRMP because gilsonite

reso'rces would be deveroped on tands deemed suitable for that use under a developmeut

scenario that gives adequate protection to the environmenl

This EA was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969

(NEPA) and in compliance with au applicable regulations and laws passed subsequently'

including Council of Environmental Quality (CEO) regulations (40 Code of Federal

Regulations [cFR], Parts 150G1508), U.S. Department of Interior (usDI) requirements

(Depument Mounl 516 Ewironnental Quality'), and guidetines listed in BLM NEPA

Hodbao\ H-1790-1 (BLM 1988)'
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